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Outcry forces council to hold off demolition plan, for now

William Jackson
jacksenw@leadernewspapers.com.au

PUBLIC outrage has forced Knox
Council to rethink the proposed
demolition of the Lewis Park skate
bowl.

It was standing room only at the
council meeting last Tuesday night
as more than 30 skaters and BMX
riders crowded the chambers bearing
“Save Knox Bowl” signs and plac-
ards. Some were even wearing
specially made T-shirts.

During the meeting Cr Adam Gill
tabled a petition with 573 signatures
asking that the 20-vear-old Lewis
Park facility be preserved because of
its historical significance and popu-
larity.

Cr Gill asked that a report on the
issue be prepared for the council.

Save Knox Bowl organiser David
Lalama asked why when the council
had more than 300 parks, reserves
and plaving fields, it could not main-
tain two skate parks.

The council had planned to demol-
ish the skate bowl in early February,
but chief executive Graeme Emonson
confirmed it would hold off, at least

until the report had gone back to the
council, probably at its February 26
meeting.

It will be the first time the council

has formally considered whether
Knox Skate Park should be
decommissioned.

It is understood that council staff
decided the city should only main-
tain one skate park after a decision to
build a new $650,000 facility at Gil-
bert Park in Knoxfield.

Councillors then gave the nod to the
demolition proposal at a private
issues briefing in November.

The decision to decommission the
park was announced in a press
release later that month.

Skate park users sayv they have
never been consulted on whether the
facility at Lewls Park should be
retained.

One of those wanting the old skate
park retained is Rowville mother
Susie Brewster.

She told Knox Leader her sons Josh,
7, and Lachlan, 4, had been learning
at the park for four vears.

She said the new park was for more
advanced riders.

B Skate park history: Page 6

Skate park off thin ice

Protesters nutsi_:le Knox Council offices.

Susie Brewster with Lachlan, 4, and Josh, 7, want the Knox Skate Park saved. Ficture: CARMELQO BAZZAND N30KN307
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Leaders VCE scorers

Marnie Reid

TWO Rowville VCE students

juggled leadership with study

and came out tops.

Grace Williams and Daniel
Tsivoulidis were school cap-
tains of Rowville Secondary
College and still achieved EN-
TER scores above 90,

Daniel, 18, achieved a 98.55
ENTER score, which got him
into engineering at Monash
University.

He also got an Engineering
Excellence Award scholarship
for students who obtain an
ENTER of more than 98.

Daniel spent up to five hours
a day studying for his exams.

His advice to other students:
“Aim high and be around like-
minded people.”

Grace, 18, said being school
captain and studyving so hard
had made her vear exhaust-
ing. However, her hard work
paid off because she achieved
an ENTER. of 93.4.

She was also the only student
in the school to get a perfect 50
for a subject — philosophy.

She is doing a double degree
in politics and anthropology
at Monash Umiversity.

She wants to become in-
volved in human rights in
Third-World countries.

Rowville Secondary College’s
2007 captains Grace Williams
and Daniel Tsivoulidis will
both study at Monash. nziknesa

How city’s
skate park
evolved

KNOX'S skate park row began way back in
1999 when the ramp at Rowville’s Eildon
Parade Reserve was removed by Knox
Council because it was attracting “unde-
sirable elements”.

Three years later, in response to an
outcry from local skaters and BMX riders,
the council released the Knox Skate and
BMX Plan, which indicated the munici-
pality needed a regional standard skate
park and called for the Lewis Park facility
to receive a major upgrade.

AMP Shopping Centres, owners of the
Enox shopping centre, offered $500,000 for
the project, but in 2005 called for a new
skate park to be located elsewhere amid
fears it would create a dangerous environ-
ment for shoppers. R i

A split emerged among councillors, with
Cr Mick Van de Vreede arguing the new
skate bowl should be in Gilbert Park, in
Knoxfield, because it was close to public
transport, sports complexes and bike
paths. However, Cr Adam Gill said Gilbert
Park was unsuitable because there was no
crossing on Ferntree Gully Rd, which
made it dangerous for children.

He argued the new facility should be
constructed at Bayswater Park, in
Bavswater, instead.

In 2006 the council settled on Gilbert
Park and construction began late last year
with skaters granted access just before
Christmas.

However, a new furore erupted when the
council announced, without consultation,
that it planned to demolish the Lewis Park
skate bowl, once final site works at the
new facility were completed in mid-

January.
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Riders, skaters flock to new facility

Knox Council captures
Olympic year boost

A new regional skate park
in Knoxfield is set to bring
the world’s best BMX riders
and skaters to Melbourne.

The facility has attracted
hundreds of riders since the
main bowl was opened just
before Christmas, including
influential magazine and
skating representatives keen
to view the site off Ferntree
Gully Road.

Chair of the Knox
Council Skate and BMX
Park Reference Group,
Councillor Debbie Field,
said the park would  put
Melbourne on a world
stage, such was the guality
of the facility.

“It’s an amazing design,”
she said. “In fact, we’re
thrilled at the level of
community response and
support for the new facility.

“The community told us
that a regional facility of
this type would be popular,
but we've been amazed at
how strong the support has
been for the new site.

“The timing of a new
regional facility couldn’t be

better,” Cr Field added.

“And that’s because
skateboarding will be a
demonstration sport at the
Beijing Olympics this year,
so I expect we're going to
see massive growth in the
sport.”

Family friendly facility

A special emphasis has
been placed on making
the site attractive for all
the family, mcluding girls
as well as boys.” Cr Field
said.

“We didn’t want to just
make Gilbert Park a place
for boys and forget about
the wide range of interest
that these sports now
attract.”

Knox Council is keen to
provide facilities that meet
the needs of its growing
population, she added.

Gilbert Park 1s located
in Knoxfield, off Ferntree
Gully Road. Parking is
available in Forbes Close,
accessed via Gilbert Park
Drive (Melways 73 C7).

A bus stop is also nearby.

Written and authorised by Knox City Coundil, 511 Burwood Highwany, Wantirma Sourh, 3152




> Boxes of inanity

Could someone please tell me how making bird
feeders/possum boxes is going to help
unemployed people get work. Does anybody in
the real world come up with these inane tasks.
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Thllth s I mean, filth

A workmate had us in fits of laughter. Her
mother-in-law can't say filthy, instead says
thilthy, and it drives my workmate crazy. My
w/mate wants to scream at her- it's FILTHY.

i 2 o il — e i e A —

= WWW.winnierose.com.au

> F nntpath recession

Furious Glen Eira traders are reeling from the
impact of council’s new footpath
regulations, with claims previously bustling
shopping strips resemble deserted streets.

—www.canineclub.com.au

Stop bagging it

REGARDING a letter by Jill Coling (Knox
Leader, January 15).

Why won’t people leave the new skate bowl
alone? Just about every week there is an article
in your paper and someone is bagging it for
some reason. I think it is fantastic. I go past just
about every day and the only davs [ have seen
nobody in sight was the days it was 40C.

Every other time it 15 packed during the day
or when the sun starts going down evervone
comes out. The remarks about no shade or bins,
how many times does
it need to be said that
it is not finished vet?

The landscaping is
still to be done: I think
it was very good of the
contractors to allow it
to be used before
Christmas.

They could have
been otherwise and
kept it all shut until
the landscaping was
also finished, as Jill
Coling suggzested.

What would be the

Aidan, of Belgrave,at e of that though? It
the new skate FEI’k at would sit there un-
Gilbert Park reserve. used just because of

the surrounding area
and then kids would probably just break into it
anyway.

As far as a crossing goes, what else can be
done if it has already been submitted to get a
crossing? Although I feel it is not entirely
necessary as a few metres up there are lights
that people could cross at, but children have
been crossing Ferntree Gully Rd for vears to go
down to the Knox BMX Track, so what is the
difference?

With the accessibility for cars to drop off or

pick up, isn't it the driver’'s own responsibility
if they want to do that on Ferntree Gully Rd and
not somewhere safer?

People need to start taking responsibility for
their own actions and use their brains about
what may be dangerous. Once the car park is
actually finished vou might find people use it
more than vou think. But at the moment, to
drive and park, it is more sensible to use the
grass area as there is nowhere else at this stage.

All that needs to be done is take this away
when the car park is finished and then they
can't park there. Or start fining them for
parking on the nature strip.

Everyone just needs to get off the council’s
and contractors’ back. Give them a chance to
finish the skate park of and then see what it is
like.

At that stage if parents have concerns bring
them to the attention of the appropriate people,
otherwise give them a chance and see what they
come up with first.

Jodie Porter, Ferntree Gully.
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VAS involved in a car
'i'{ n't get a chance to 54V
lads who were terr |I Ic help.

ast Thursday, Januaryv 17, 1- 111

r accident while exiting Knox City .'h.l'.J.J:.':III-H
centre outside Hungrv Jacks. Some vouths
came to my assistance and phoned the police,

moved the cars from the middle of the Burwood

accident last rd
.-m.wlu. yvou to some

olved in

Highway and were wonderful support.
As T was in shock after the accident, without
them | don't know what | would have done and

a chance to thank them. If
01 most sincerely.

Joy Nicholls, Scoresby.

Young and disabled
T Cheating the Disabled
January 13), [ would

M1 read

didn’t get

this, thank v

oL

( Leader, letters pa
like to point out that

disabled parking stickers are not just for the
use of erannies. My daughter 15 18 vears old and
a disabled sticker of her own. She has
suffered from a chronic illness since she was
four, and although you |.'i~__'h:' see a healthy
looking persom jump out of a car in a disabled
|| doesn’t mean that they are not entitled
to use them.

Y people and do quality for these
stickers., and per _1“_..9 before vou judge young
peaple s0 harshly, vou might like to think about
that these children and voung adults
many vears with
1100 IL]I;'I S0 Very

{1cls
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the fact
have often had to cope for
1lness, and more than
bravely.

=0 please
see, as thing

Orten

don’t judge a person by what
g are not always apparent.

Pam Atkinson, Wantirna South.
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vation doesn’t appear to be taken seriously by
the State Government. Firefighters, indeed all

BIMNErgency might ponder the follow-

IMoOst
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workers,
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Ilburn River to Nel-

The State
pipeline from the Gon
bourne.

Lake Eildon.
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as at 5.3 per cent PaCcIty On 1"-I-Ll"- 8 last

vear, storage levels at [J tober _‘II..I.. were 41.1
per cent, October 2004 was 40.5 per cent,
Ht‘-};tl'-znltw 2000 was 44.7 per cent and _-‘-.;1~-.”~'t
2006 was 22.6 |'c'|' cent. Lake Eildon 1s designed
to allow for irrigation supplies for .-.l--J1..Lufh_
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The Govern
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1= building a desalination
‘etaln or r:i'1“1l*l"

meIt
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rainfall. Do firefighters believe that e 2Xpens
desalinated water can be afforded for I”'.;'I"'1
Water is critical for all life, sanitation, indus
trial processes and fire fighting.

Bob Wilcock, Bayswater.

| EADER POLL

Vote at www.leadernews.com.au

LAST WEEK

Q Would youswim at a

Melbourne beach without
lifesaver patrols?

YES

THIS WEEK

Q Do you support the bicycle
ban on peak-hour train services?

Vote at www.leadernews.com.au
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